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SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1875. 


EDITORIAL. 


THE MEETING-PLACE OF THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION IN 1876. 

A S is well known, the medical profession of Phila¬ 
delphia, through some of its most representative 
men, partially invited the American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation to meet at this place next year. This, under 
the circumstances, is so eminently proper that we 
believe it has been a< quiesced in generally, and, if 
we are not misinformed, throughout the country 
the members of our profession look forward towards 
visiting Philadelphia during the Centennial. Since 
last year, however, t ie idea of a Centennial Con¬ 
gress has ripened intb the action of which we take 
note in another colimn, and, if Dame Rumor be 
not a liar, it is intended, by some of those who are 
supposed to be especially powerful in this city and 
in the American Medical Association, to sacrifice 
the latter to the supposed interests of its foreign 
sister. Confirmation of this rumor is furnished by 
the fact that neither of our learned societies has as 

action in regard to inviting 
Association here. 

Since the Association has refused to recognize the 
College of Physicians,—the society to which of all 
others it owed its origin,—it is not to be wondered 
at that the College observes a dignified silence; but 
it is astonishing that the County Medical Society has 

* 4.1 ^ 

not ere this passed a formal resolution of invitation. 
To our thinking, it is already committed to such ' 
action, and if it does not go on in the work it will 


yet taken any official 
the American Medica 


stultify itself and the profession of Philadelphia 
before the country. j 

It is not necessary here to repeat the very obvious 
reasons there are for holding the meeting of the 
Association in this city in 1876. Our readers are 
neither blind nor foolish. It may be worth while 
to say a few words in regard to the reasons probably 
assigned by those who are said to be planning to 
get New York appointed as the place of session. 

In the first place, it is affirmed that the regular 
meeting-time of the Association is such that our 
whole city will be in 1876 just then swallowed up 
in the confusion and tumult incident upon the open¬ 
ing of the Centennial. This is readily met by alter¬ 
ing the time of meeting to June or some other 
month. 

In the second place, it is stated that it will not 
do to have two associations meet here at one time. 
Of course not : but is there not more than one 
week in the year? 

Again, it is objected that delegates will not come 
twice to the same city, and that at any rate the city 
will all summer long be so crowded as greatly to 
inconvenience both visitors and hosts. Of course 
our city will be crowded ; but it is to be hoped our 
hospitality will be sufficiently elastic to embrace all 
who come, and we have no doubt that, if no other 
shelter offers, the profession in their private homes 
can afford sufficient protection from the storms of 
midsummer. 

There is, of course, sonle force in the obvious 


meeting; but, not to 
this discussion of the 


difficulties in the way of 
occupy too much space with 
matter, it appears to us that all these difficulties 
would be avoided by leaving the time of meeting 
for 1876 to be fixed and announced by a local com¬ 
mittee, it being understood that they should so 
arrange that the sessions of the American Medical 
Association should terminate on a Friday or Satur¬ 
day and those of the Centennial Congress should 
commence on the subsequent Monday. No one 
will be able to exhaust the great exhibition in the 
afternoons of a single week, and delegates to the first 
association could readily hold over for the second. 

_ _ \ 

ALMOST A MURDER. 

'"'PHERE has recently happened in Scotland a 
curious case of suspected murder, involving such 
nice points in medical jurisprudence, and illus¬ 
trating so forcibly t he necessity and value of trained 
experts, as to justify a sketch of it in this place. 
As the result of such a transaction in this country, 
where physicians are so often selected by the gov- 
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ernment because they know nothing about what they 
are called to investigate, the innocent victim of cir¬ 
cumstances would very probably have been hung, 
or at best involved in an anxious trial, with, likely 
enough, professional episodes as disgraceful as those 
which so often adorn our important criminal court 
proceedings. 

A lad, whilst passing along a street in Edinburgh, 
about one a.m., September 24, 1874, stumbled over 
the still warm, half-naked body of a man, lying with 
extended arms across the footpath. The police, 
being summoned, found that the man had evidently 
fallen or been thrown from a still open window in 
a third story. Entering the house, they ascended 
to the room, and, striking a light, found a second 
man in the bed, wrapped in the bed-clothes, and, as 
they thought, feigning sleep. The landlady of the 
house had already informed them that two men oc¬ 
cupied the room together; that one of them, named 
Stoddart, had been in Australia, and had subse¬ 
quently become insane, and that the two had quar¬ 
relled seriously a day or two before. On shaking 
Stoddart, he awoke, and denied any knowledge of 
the whereabouts of his comrade, stating that they 
had made up their disagreement, and had both gone 
to sleep sober the night previous. 

The pillow of the bed was spotted with blood. 
The hands of Stoddart seemed damp, as though 
recently washed, and on one of them were an abra¬ 
sion and some spots of blood. From the bed to 
the window was a continuous line of spots, gouts, 
and pools of blood, and lying in one of the latter 
was a case-knife covered with blood. The police, 
believing that Stoddart had either thrown his com¬ 
panion from the window or had attacked him so 
violently that he had leaped from the window, 
arrested him, and locked up the room. 

Dr. Joseph Bell, who, in the absence of the official 
medical officer, Dr. H. D. Littlejohn, was first called 
to the case, decided against the theory of murder, 
because he believed that the peculiar spotting of the 
bed-clothes was such as could only have been pro¬ 
duced by the spray of a sudden violent cough or 
sneeze. There were several wounds on the head, 
but these he decided to be not cuts with a knife, but 
lacerations due to the fall. He thought that the 
deceased had been seized with a hemorrhage from 
an aneurism or from a phthisical lung, awakened 
with the violent cough of strangulation, rushed to 
the window, and inadvertently leaned out too far. 

The police did not accord in opinion with Dr. 
Bell, but Dr. Littlejohn, on inspecting the apart¬ 
ment, came to the same decision as the first profes¬ 
sional expert. Taking advantage of a fact pre¬ 


viously noted, that spots of blood not visible by 
daylight become apparent by candle-light, he was 
enabled to determine that a spray of blood had been 
thrown upon the wall-paper as well as upon the bed. 
At the autopsy, the chest, abdomen, windpipe, throat, 
cervical spine, and cranium were successively exam¬ 
ined, but nothing found that could in any way be 
considered as having been before the fall a source of 
hemorrhage into the air-passages. Instead of giving 
the matter up, the physicians finally removed the 
upper maxillae, when it was found that the left middle 
turbinated bone had its mucous membrane ruptured 
in two places about the size of millet-seeds; in these 
openings there were minute coagula. As it was as¬ 
certained from the relatives of the deceased that he 
was subject to violent epistaxis, and as a neighbor 
was finally found who, looking out of the opposite 
window, saw the man flash past and heard the yell 
and the heavy thud on the pavement, and who was 
absolutely certain that there was no noise or struggle 
in the room, to which her attention was drawn by 
the open window, the police were finally satisfied, 
and the prisoner was discharged, fairly freed by ex¬ 
pert skill from a most embarrassing position. 


PHILADELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL 
\ SOCIETY. 

A T a conversational meeting, held Wednesday, Feb¬ 
ruary 10, i'875, a C8 o’clock, p.m., 

Vice-President*, Dr. Edward Wallace, in the chair, 

Dr. W. T. Taylor presented the following history of 
a case of obstruction of the bowel: 

“On Thursday morning, February 4, 1875, about two 
o’clock, I was called to see P. R., a German, aged 71 
years, who was suffering with pain in the bowels, in the 
left iliac region, attended with some sickness of the 
stomach. For a year past he had been occasionally 
affected with bilious colic, followed by jaundice, so 
that I thought the present attack was similar, and gave 
him an emetic to empty the stomach, followed by an 
anodyne carminative. \ 

“ On making my morning .visit, I found that the vomit¬ 
ing had continued at intervals, and that he had ejected 
a considerable quantity of a greenish liquid of an in¬ 
tensely bitter taste, but the pain had not abated. The 
anodyne was continued, and lime-water, with milk- 
punch, administered, together with a purgative contain¬ 
ing blue mass, podophyllin, ext. liyoscyam.,and ext. col- 
ocyn. comp. I also applied a sinapism to the abdomen. 
He had some fever, a furred tongue, and a full pulse. 

“As the purgative had not operated during the after¬ 
noon, I gave an injection of castor oil and molasses 
with warm water, followed by large injections of warm 
water and soap, but they came away with very, little 
fecal matter. As the soreness had not subsided in the 
left ili^ region, one dozen leeches were applied, and 
the abdomen covered with a warm mush-poultice; he 
also took one grain of blue mass and one-half grain 
of opium every two hours. The pain diminished some¬ 
what during the night, but the sickness and vomiting 
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Death from Chloral. —Another death froni an 
overdose of Chloral is reported in the Medical Press 
and Circular (January 19 ). The patient was a lady, 
who took of a patented preparation a quantity which 
was ascertained to contain one hundred and twen y- 
hve grains of the drug. 
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the McFarland insanity—card .from dr. 

HAMMOND. 

To the Editor of The Tribune . 

Sir : In reply to your interrogatory in to¬ 
day’s Tribune of ’*18 it true that Dr. William A. Ham¬ 
mond, once Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 

was engaged for a fee of $1,500 to give the testimony that 
was lately reported from him in the McFarland case V* 
I have to state that it is not true. 

It is true that I was called upon by one of the counsel 
for the accused more than a month before the trial, and 
requested to examine the briefs of the evidence that 
would be adduced, to answer certain questions which, 
had been prepared, and to give my opinion upon the 
specific point of insanity. I declined to consider the 
case unless 1 could also examine the prisoner, and thus 
have the opportunity of basing my opinion in part upon 
his physical and mental condition. 

I made seven examinations of him in the Tombs prison, 
had twenty-five long conferences with his counsel, sev¬ 
eral with the medical witnesses to facts, and devoted a 
great many hours to studying the points of the case, con¬ 
sulting authorities, and writing a full and elaborate 
opinion. The visits made and received, and time and 
labor employed, if with ordinary patients, would have 
yielded me a much larger compensation than were my 
fees in the case. When I had concluded, I rendered my 
account, and was urged by the counsel—who knew the 
extent of my labor—to make it larger than I did. 
would have charged and received just as much if my 
opinion had been adverse, and I make that condition in 
every medico-legal case with which I have anythin* 
to do. 

As it was, my opinion differed in several respects from 
that held by counsel, and I declared emphatically from 
the first, that if there was no circumstances anterior and 
subsequent to the homicide indicating insanity in the 
prisoner, my opinion would be against him, as I did not 
believe in the doctrine , of temporary insanity as laid 
down in the Cole case. How far these circumstances 
were present can be answered not only from the testi¬ 
mony, but from the statements of his wife and Mr. Rich¬ 
ardson. In receiving fees as an expert, I am not aware that 
I have done anything unusual. Every other medical ex¬ 
pert in the ease was paid in accordance with the time 
employed, and I presume my friend the District-Attor¬ 
ney agreed to compensate his expert in the McFarland 
case as he did those he employed in the Reynolds case, 
and as the District-Attorney of Kings County did those 
he called in the Chambers case. Every lawyer knows 
that such is the custom, and that the fees vary with the 
reputation of * the expert for scientific knowledge and 
the time and labor bestowed upon the case. 

As for myself, I do not wish to bo engaged in medico¬ 
legal cases. The fees received are rarely, if ever, as re¬ 
munerative to me as is my private practice, 
and many cases do not pay at all. But while I hold it to 
be my duty as a good citizen to testify at any sacrifice 
to facts, my opinions are my own, and I will not give 
them unless I please without a remuneration in some de¬ 
gree commensurate with the time and labor spent in their 
elaboration. Courts both in this country and in Europe 
have over and over again sustained this view. The sys¬ 
tem which at present prevails of each side paying it» 
own experts, may not be the best. I am inclined to think 
it is not. I did not create it, however, and am not re¬ 
sponsible for its continuance. 

In conclusion, if you or any one of your editorial staff 
will call at nay office any day between 9 a. m. and 1 p. m., 
I will engage to convince him, by allowing him to exam¬ 
ine my books, that my fees in the McFarland case (which 
did not amount to a sum at all approaching $1,500) were 
not only not exorbitant, but were not what I am in the 
habit of receiving from private patients for a corre¬ 
sponding amount of time and labor. I am, very respect, 
fully, your ob’d. serv’t, 

William A. Hammond. 

Eo. 162 West Thirtyfourth-st., Neic-York, May 23,1870. 
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ashes, to make the land swoet, 
With lime and some bone-dust to fatten the wheat. 
The next, in rotation, a crop of red clover: 

When blossoms are fragrant, then let the plow cover. 

A six-years' rotation now beareth the sway. 

And showeth the tiller a progressive way: 

A six-years' rotation will cattle increase; 

Will multiply bushels and debtors release. 

A six-years' rotation, when fairly begun, 

Will harvest two bushels where now groweth one. 

In a six-years' rotation, as all will agree, 

Two years 7 yield of clover is better tban three. 

When poor soil needs succor, to keep the land clean, 
Grow clover and sowed corn to turn under green: 
But where fertile muck and light soils abound, 
Arrange the rotation as suiteth the ground. 


AGRICULTURAL. 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE FARMERS' CLUB. 

Session of May 34, 1870.-N. C. Ely, Chairman ; 
Jno. W. Chambers, Secretary. 

Some who are always with us in cool weather are 
now hard at work—for instance, F. M. Hexamer, in 
his potato fields, where he has more than 300 sorts, 
and P. T. Quinn dressing that pear orchard of his 
that gives better returns than any other in the coun¬ 
try. We ask of our correspondents, whose favors are 
ever welcome, to time their letters and suit the sea¬ 
son. For instance, this is not so proper a month as 
November for talk of steaming boxes and boiled po¬ 
tatoes. We would know of the readers of this re¬ 
port their views on early or late cut hay, on the time 
for getting the cutter bar into the wheat field, how 
the best butter is made in hot weather, how to keep 

cows from falling off when the dog star rages, how 
to manage work-horses so as to keep them in flesh 
all Summer, and the hest way of getting large 
framed hogs before the com hardens. 

The Locust for Rocky Ground.— D. Turner, 
Connellsville, Pa.: In many rock-bound neighbor¬ 
hoods this variety of tree can he grown with great 
profit upon land almost worthless for other purposes. 
He has found, in fact, that gravelly or stony knolls 
and hillsides are most suitable, and that locusts do 
best in a thick growth of their own or of other tim¬ 
ber, because this has a tendency to make length. As 
to lack of hardiness, there is no fear of that, and 
when the locust is in thick groves the borer does not 
bo infest it. _ T 

Fattening a Poor Milker.— Enos Burt of Law¬ 
rence, N. Y., has “ a most valuable new milch cow" 
which two years ago gave only a pint of milk daily 
for five weeks. Last season she was all right, hut 
the present Spring she refuses to supply any of the 
lacteal fluid. She is eight years old, healthy, and 
fleshy. What is the matter, and what shall he 
done ? 

I.P. Trimble—I should think he had had that par¬ 
ticular cow long enough to have learned that ho 
could n't do a better thing than to prepare her for 
the shambles. 
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PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 13 , 1875 . 


)P 


EDITORIAL. 


PROFESSIONAL SECRETS. 




\ 


r ~pHE case of Dr. Linton has already 
^ been fully detailed in the columns of 
this journal, but, as a very serious principle 
is involved, it seems right that further 
notice should be taken of it. Our readers 
will remember that the doctor, having 
been called to a woman suffering from 
abortion, attended without asking ques¬ 
tions, but, two days after the miscarriage, 

was told by some neighbor that Mrs. - 

had had an operation performed on her. 
The foetus was removed by Dr. Linton, 
and preserved in alcohol. Without detail¬ 
ing again the unnecessary and unjustifiable 
indignities that were heaped upon Dr. 
Linton for not reporting this case to the 
authorities, it suffices to state that at 
present he is under bail to appear for mis¬ 
prision of felony, because he, “ knowing a 
crime had been committed, had failed to 
notify the authorities,’' and because “ he 
had destroyed evidence by removing the 
foetus.” The last plea of the assistant dis¬ 
trict attorney is childish. No one but a 
pettifogging lawyer could perceive that 
preventing a foetus from being thrown out 
with the clots into the cesspool and pre¬ 
serving it in alcohol was destroying evi¬ 
dence. Owing to this “destruction of 
evidence,” the corpus delicti , which in the 
ordinary course of events would have dis¬ 
appeared from the face of the earth, is now 
in good spirits, as, we presume, is also the 
magistrate in whose keeping it is. 

H is Honor Judge Briggs, before whom 
the case was brought by a writ of habeas 
corpus, decided against the prisoner, who 
was remanded for trial. 

It is evident that Dr. Linton has in this 


instance acted precisely as any other physi¬ 
cian would have done, and that the ques- \ 
tion involved is whether it be the duty of 
a physician in the course of his practice 
to appeal to the authorities because he has 
had reason to suspect the commission of a 
crime. Underlying this question is another 
one: Is it the duty of the physician to 
betray professional secrets upon the wit¬ 
ness-stand? In New York there is a pro¬ 
vision of law “that no person duly author¬ 
ized to practise physic and surgery shall 
be allowed to disclose any information 
which he may have acquired in attending 
any patient in a professional character, 
and which information was necessary to 
enable him to prescribe for such patient as 
a physician, or to do any act for him as 
a surgeon.” The French Codex is even 
more imperative, making the disclosure of 
these professional secrets a penal offence, 
punishable with fine and imprisonment. 

In the absence of any especial statute, 
probably the English law or custom would 
control our Pennsylvania courts. In Eng¬ 
land the decisions appear to be that the 
medical witness upon the stand is required 
to answer such questions as may be put to 
him, but not to volunteer any statements. 

Justice and legality are very different 
things, but we have not to-day space to 
discuss the very wide question as to 
whether the English or the French law in 
this regard is the correct one. It seems, 
however, clear that if any physician is 
determined not to reveal professional 
secrets in this commonwealth, he must 
make up his mind to suffer for what he 
believes to be the right. 

Essentially diverse from the point just 
discussed is that involved in the decision 
of Judge Briggs. The practice or study of 
law not being the profession of the editor 
of the Times , it appears somewhat presump¬ 
tuous to discuss the question ; but it seems 
to be a common-sense inference from the 
English law that a doctor should not be 
expected to inform on his patients. If 
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he be not allowed to volunteer testimony 
when on the stand in a criminal prosecu¬ 
tion, much less should he be expected to 
volunteer the testimony to originate the 
prosecution. Whatever may be the law, 
there can be, in our opinion, no doubt as 
to what is the right. Rome holds inviolate 
the secrets wrung out at the confessional 
by the fear of eternal punishment, and has 
forced the law to recognize this secrecy; 
and the medical profession can certainly 
put down any attempt to make it atone for 
the serious defects of our detective police. 
The legal or judicial profession simply 
stultifies itself when it asks that the med¬ 
ical profession should betray the secrets 
brought forth by mortal peril, although it 
itself upholds and acts upon the theorem 
that the greatest villains ought to be de¬ 
fended in every possible way, even to 
taking advantage of the veriest quibbles 
concerning technicalities. As well ask a 
lawyer to reveal upon the witness-stand the 
secrets of his client, as to demand betrayal 
by the medical attendant. Yet Judge 
Briggs would punish as a criminal the 
doctor who does not volunteer such be¬ 
trayal. 

The life of a physician who should com¬ 
ply with the decision of our learned judge 
would not be an enviable one. The notes of 
his day’s work might read somewhat as fol¬ 
lows: “Mrs. S.,aborted yesterday; inquire 
into circumstances, and report to police. 
Mr. J., with a chancre; to be reported for 
adultery. Miss S., confined; report to 
police, that her companion may be arrested. 
Mr. T., called with cut head; case of as¬ 
sault for police. Mr. D., debauch ; case of 
drunkenness for central,” etc., etc. 

The thing is too preposterous to need 
discussion ; and we are very glad that 
the Philadelphia County Medical Society 
passed a resolution authorizing their com¬ 
mittee to employ counsel and to resist to 
the utmost this attempt to degrade the 
physician to the position of a spy and 
informer. 


Whilst only the prospect of preventing 
a homicide or similar crime of magnitude 
about to be committed can ever justify a 
physician going to the police with knowl¬ 
edge acquired in the pursuit of professional 
duties, it is plainly not the duty of the 
doctor to cover up crime. Nothing should 
induce him to lend himself to such a pro¬ 
cedure. In suspected homicide he should 
refuse to fill up the death-certificate, and, 
perhaps, notify the coroner; but here his 
duty ends. It is the province of the 
police to attend to the matter after this. 


We desire to call the attention of the 
editors of the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal to the fact that the Medical Times 
and Gazette and the Philadelphia Medical 
Times are different periodicals. We would 
be pleased to have them remember this in 
accrediting extracts. In a late issue (No. 
17), on one p'age we appear as the Medical 
Times and Gazette , on the next page as the 
Medical Times . 


The system of preliminary examinations 
is now fairly established in the Medical 
Department of Michigan University. Out 
of one hundred and thirty-five applicants 
the present session, twelve were rejected. 




LEADING ARTICLES. 


THE CHOLERA EPIDEMIC OF 1873.* 

B Y joint resolution of Congress, adopted 
March 25, 1874, it was ordered that 
a medical officer of the army, in connec¬ 
tion with the supervising surgeon of the 
Marine Hospital service, should ascertain 
the facts concerning the spread and mode 
of propagation of cholera as it occurred 

* The Cholera Epidemic of 1873 in the United States. 

(1) Introduction of Epidemic Cholera through the Agency 
of the Mercantile Marine,—Suggestions of Measures of Pre¬ 
vention. By J. M. Woodworth, M.D., Supervising Surgeon 
U.S. (Merchant) Marine Hospital Service. 

(2) Reports prepared under the direction of the Surgeon- 
General of the Army. a. History of the Cholera Epidemic 
of 1873 in the United States. By Ely McClellan, M D., 
Assistant-Surgeon U.S.A. b. History of the Travels of 
Asiatic Cholera. By John C. Peters, M.D,, of New York 
City, and Ely McClellan, M.D., Assistant-Surgeon U.S.A. 
c. Bibliography of Cholera. By John S. Billings, M.D., 
Assistant-Surgeon U.S.A. Washington, Government Print¬ 
ing-Office, 1875, 
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frequently happens that the calibre is not more than 
one-half occluded, while the holder innocently 
supposes that he is pressing with the same amount 
of force as at the beginning, owing to benumbed 
sensation. 

The following gentlemen kindly assisted in the 
cure of this case: Drs. Curtin, Buck, Treacy, Bru¬ 
net, Evans, Gleason, Caldwell, Kerr, Skilling, 
Witmer, and Parks, and Messrs. Klapp, Walsh, G. 
C. Smith, Almeida, and Murray. 

113 South Sixteenth Street. 


REMARKABLE PERSISTENCE OF CARDIAC 
ACTION AFTER CESSATION OF RESPIRA¬ 
TION. 


BY R. STEWART, M.D. 



HE verdict recently rendered by a jury at Dover, 


Delaware, that a child had an independent 
existence although it did not breathe, leads me to 
publish the following remarkable case. Shortly 
after its occurrence, I gave a detailed account of it 
before the Sydenham Medical Coterie of this city, 
and since then it has been referred to by Dr. Sey- 
fert, in his article on “Living Issue," in the Med¬ 
ical Times of July 3, No. 192, vol. v. 

On July 4 , 1872, about five o’clock p.m., I was 
called to visit a gentleman nearly 72 years of age, 
who prior to that time had enjoyed ordinarily good 
health. During the forenoon he had walked to the 
Park and back, a distance of some ten or twelve 
squares, and when he reached home he complained 
of great fatigue, heat, and some pain in the head. 
Of his own accord he took the contents of a bottle 
of citrate of magnesia. After prescribing for him, I 
left; but before eight o’clock I was again summoned, 
and upon reaching the house, a few minutes after¬ 
wards, I was informed that the old gentleman had 
just expired. He had arisen to make use of the 
commode, and was found upon the floor, being 
unable to reach his bed again. After being placed 
in bed there was an involuntary action of his bowels, 
after which he gradually became insensible, and 
ceased breathing just as I entered the room. I 
found the jaw fallen, eyes fixed, body cool, and the 
head hot. After looking at him-for a moment, I 
said, “Yes, he is dead." On applying my ear to 
the chest I distinctly heard the heart beating slowly, 
at the rate of about twenty-seven to the minute. I 
at once attempted artificial respiration by alternately 
raising the arms and pressing the sides of the chest 
together, and I blew air and ammonia-vapor into 
his lungs. I was surprised to find that under this 
treatment the heart-beats became more frequent and 
forcible, while a general rigidity was becoming very 
apparent. After a short time had elapsed, I placed 
a small mirror over his mouth, and, although I held 
it there for some time, making careful and repeated 
examinations of its surface, I could find nothing to 
indicate that he breathed. 

At this time I was called away to another patient, 
and did not return until ten o’clock, when, upon 
making another examination of the chest, I readily 
detected the pulsations of the heart. By making 
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pressure upon the thoracic walls, squeezing the ribs 
together, and then allowing them to relax, the pul¬ 
sations were again increased in rapidity and force. 

I then inflated the lungs by closing the nostrils and 
blowing into the mouth, raising the arms above the 
head, and expelling the air by pressure on the chest, 
etc. By a constant repetition of these efforts I at 
last increased the force of the heart to such an ex¬ 
tent that a radial pulse became perceptible. To this 
fact I called the attention of those who were present. 
The head was still warm, but the body had grown 
colder and more rigid, and on this account it was 
becoming more difficult for me to continue my 
exertions. I went away at 11.45, and returning 
between one and two o’clock a.m., I found the heart 
still slowly beating. I endeavored to press the ribs 
together, but the rigidity was so great that I found 
it an exceedingly difficult task. I struck the chest 
quite forcibly over the region of the heart, and 
indented or pressed the ribs quickly downwards, 
which again increased the heart’s action, but less 
than it did before. The jaws were now fixed, tongue 
stiff, and the arms stiffly extended by his sides. 
Getting upon the bed, I found that by placing my 
hands under his head I could raise the entire body 
without any signs of flexion, and I repeated this 
act several times. By thumping and pressing upon 
the chest, I kept the heart in quite regular motion 
until nearly four o’clock, when I went away. 

On returning, between five and six o’clock a.m., I 
could hear a slight throb, but very slow, and could 
not increase it. I then left, and when I returned a 
little after eight o’clock, there were signs of decompo¬ 
sition, by appearance, odor, and lessening rigidity. 
He was evidently dead now; but was he dead before? 

After twelve o’clock the heart was made to beat 
more rapidly by external manipulation only, and not 
by any vapor forced into the lungs. In fact, from 
the first, pressure upon the chest at once increased 
the heart’s action. It may be suggested that I was 
observing the rhythmical movements of the muscles 
of the chest; but such movements could scarcely be 
regularly and constantly increased without a visible 
motion, and yet give an audible throb like that of 
the heart; and much less could such an action pro¬ 
duce a radial pulse . Furthermore, if muscular ex¬ 
citation is admitted as being probable, why should 
we exclude the heart, which is one of the most irri¬ 
table muscles of the body ? If he was alive, then 
cadaveric rigidity may take place before death. If 
he was not alive, then this is a remarkable instance 
of retained irritability of the heart after death. Is 
not respiration the fundamental requisite of inde¬ 
pendent life? Is it not the first indication of inde¬ 
pendent existence? If this man breathed, he was 
alive ; if not, we declare him dead, whether the 
heart was irritated into action or not. 

A very charitable explanation may be given by 
assuming that I was mistaken in my observations. 
To this I reply that I know I was not. This was 
not a momentary condition, but one lasting long 
enough for a calm and most careful examination. 
If a similar case is not on record, it does not follow 
that none such have occurred, as only circumstances 
lead to the publication of this. But it may be that 
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Death of Muscle and Apparent Death . 

Dr. M. Rosenthal (Strieker's Medizinische Jahrbucher , Part iv. 1872) has 
examined a considerable number of dead bodies by electro-puncture and other¬ 
wise, in order to determine the period of disappearance of the muscular con¬ 
tractility after death. As might be expected, the muscles do not lose their 
contractility immediately an the cessation of respiration, but retain it, according 
to the present author, from 1^ to 3 hours. He found that the irritability of the 
nerves disappears much before that of the muscles, that is to say, direct stimu¬ 
lation of the muscles produces contraction long after irritation of the nerves 
has ceased to do so. It is remarked that among the muscles, the sphincter 
palpebrarum retains its contractility longest. The author confirms these views 
by experiments on animals. He produced muscular rigidity artificially by 
stopping the circulation in the legs ; and found that muscular contractility was 
gone after about two hours. The contractility w 7 as gradually recovered when 
the circulation was allowed to resume its course. The various means of deter¬ 
mining the occurrence of death are discussed by the author, and he comes to 
the conclusion that in doubtful cases, the surest means is by testing the mus¬ 
cular irritability by means of electric stimulation. He details a very interesting 
case of hysterical “apparent death,” in which preparations were being made 
for the funeral, and these would probably have been completed, but for the 
strongly expressed opinion of the author. A young woman, after violent emo¬ 
tional disturbance, fell into an unconscious state, and was supposed to be dead; 
this opinion being concurred in by the medical attendant. The author saw her 
30 hours after she had fallen into this state, and found the body cold, motionless, 
pulseless ; when the arms were raised they fell heavily like those of a dead body. 
A very faint and doubtful sound was heard in the cardiac region, but no move¬ 
ment of the chest or respiratory murmur could be detected. A slight move¬ 
ment of the abdomen however was observed. The author found that the 
muscles reacted to Faradization, and as this was now 30 hours after the sup¬ 
posed occurrence of death, he gave it strongly as his opinion that death was 
only apparent. He recommended the application of friction, heat, etc., and 
the administration of coffee. He learned afterwards that the patient sponta¬ 
neously awoke from her state of lethargy in about 44 hours. She stated after- 






re, we observe 

of extending the joint in ankylosis of the patella with the fe 
rupture of the tendon above and below the patella, and in transverse fracture 
of that bone. The tendons of the second series, inasmuch as they are only in¬ 
serted into the lateral borders of the patella, are powerless to extend the joint 
in ankylosis of the patella, and in rupture of the tendon below that bone. They 
are, however, to a certain extent, efficient in rupture of the tendon above the 
patella, as well as in transverse fracture of the bone. The tendons of the third 
series can however, even in ankylosed patella, as well as in fracture or rupture 
of the tendon either above or below the bone, exert a certain influence in ex¬ 
tension of the joint. It is to these chiefly that the orthopaedist has to direct 
his attention after extending contraction of the knee-joint, with simultaneous 
ankylosis of the patella. Although their action is slight at first, yet through 
use the patient is at last enabled to extend the joint, notwithstanding the anky¬ 
losis of the patella. The combined action of the tensor fasciae and gluteus 
maximus, along with that of the fibres of both vasti, which give off tendons to 
be attached to the tibia, is certainly able to some extent, though not com¬ 
pletely, to replace that of the proper extensor of the joint .—London Medical 
Record , Dec. 3, 1873. 


Double Spleen arid Kidneys. 

Surgeon-Major G. W. Jameson con tributes, to the Indian Medical Gazette, 
Jan. 1, 1874, the following extract from the notes of a post-mortem examina¬ 
tion performed on the body of Bickhoo, resident of city of Ghazepoor, on the 
28th of October, 1873. 

In addition to one healthy, well-developed spleen, there was a second smaller 
one, connected with the abdominal vessels by separate communications ot its 
own, and situated between the ordinary spleen and the liver. The smaller was 
of a roundish shape, and had a distinct hilus. 

Weight of 1st spleen . . . 9 oz. 1 dr, 6 gr. 

“ 2d “ ... 1 oz. 1 dr. 30 gr. 

Besides the above abnormality, there were four kidneys ; two of these were 
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wards that she had no recollection of the onset of the attack, but that, later on 
she was conscious, and heard and understood what was going on, but was un 
able to speak or move. The condition here is compared with that of nightmare 
in which in spite of some supposed impending calamity, no power of speech o; 
motion is felt to be possessed. The author claims that in this case the use o 
Faradization was the means of preventing premature burial .—Glctsgoio Med 
Journ Jan. 1874. _ _ 
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to that of Dr. Russell Reynolds, Dr. Radcliffe, Dr. Hughlings Jackson, Dr. 
Ringer, Dr. Clouston, and himself. He might have added, among Germans, 
the strongly expressed opinion of the late illustrious Niemeyer in the chapter 
on epilepsy in the eighth edition of his work on medicine. All these au¬ 
thorities assign to the bromide a controlling action over epilepsy, and some 
extend their belief in its efficacy to other forms of convulsions, as well as in in- 
_&mnnin-jmAj_£^tlefisness. With regard to insomnia, Dr. Anstie, while admitting 




PROFESSIONAL SECRETS. 

HPHE Linton case has as yet made no 
progress, having been laid over at the 
last session of the court. Recently a sim¬ 
ilar case has been brought to our notice. 
A physician was called to an abortion, oc¬ 
curring, presumably, as the result of inter¬ 
ference', in the person of a young unmarried 
lady, of position in society. "On account of 
the gravity of the matter, he consulted a 
prominent lawyer, whose written opinion 
lies before us. According to this, “any 
word or act done with intent to prevent 
the discovery of the offence would render 
the physician liable to indictment for mis¬ 
prision ; but the mere knowledge, profes¬ 
sionally acquired, that such crime had 
been committed, and failure to discover 
it, would not be misprision, unless, indeed, 
the felony was perpetrated in his presence, 
in which case the law would require him to 
give notice as expeditiously as possible to 
a magistrate, and failure to do so would be 
misprision, i Hale, 374; 1 Hawk., P. C., 
c. 59 ; 4 Blk. Com. 121.” 

An incident published in Le Progres 
Medical of January 8 illustrates very for¬ 
cibly the workings of the French law. A 
Dr. Berrut offered for registration a birth, 

but refused to tell who the father and 

# 

mother were, or at what house the confine¬ 
ment had occurred. T he registration was 
refused, and the matter finally taken before 
the higher courts,—where it was decided 
that if Dr. Berrut had obtained the knowl¬ 
edge in the practice of his profession he 
could not be forced to reveal it. It was 
therefore ordered that the infant be regis¬ 
tered as Louise Armande, born in the sev¬ 
enth arrondissement, parents unknown. 
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part of it was devoted to hemor¬ 
rhages incident to the puerperal state. 

Retained 'placenta . He recommends the 
bi-manual operation for the removal of the 
placenta, and has also found the hypodermic 
use of ergot of great service. Where there is 
much exhaustion, he is in the habit of inject¬ 
ing forty minims of brandy with twenty minims 
of the fluid extract of ergot, and almost inva¬ 
riably with the best results. 

Placenta previa. In this condition we are 
first to endeavor to cause the active contraction 
of the uterus, the foetus serving as a tampon 
in the os; and, failing in this, we must dilate 
the os, and delifer as rapidly as possible. 

Post-partum hemorrhage from inertia . Here 
his great reliance is the hypodermic injection 
of ergot, and compression over the uterus with 
the hand, which should be kept up by .the 
nurse or other attendants in some cases for 
twelve or even twenty-four hours. 

The paper was afterwards discussed by 
Professors Peasled and Barker. The former 
spoke first of the relation of retroflexion and 
endometritis, and gave it as his positive opin¬ 
ion that the latter was never a cause of this 
or any other displacement, and that when 
they were both found present in any case, this 
was simply a coincidence. In order that re¬ 
troflexion may be caused by the increased 
weight of the uterus, it is necessary that the 
parenchyma of the organ, and not merely the 
endometrium, should be affected by chronic 
congestion or repeated attacks of inflamma¬ 
tion. Another point h\ pathology on which 
he differed from the author of the paper was 
in regard to the term •“ grafiular erosion.” 
There was really no erosipn, and certainly no 
ulceration, he said, but simply a granular ap¬ 
pearance due to the hypertrophied condition 
of the normal papillae of the os. When these 
become denuded of their epithelium, it makes 
them present the gross appearances of erosion 
and ulceration. His treatment of this condi¬ 
tion is to cut down these so-called granulations 
with the curette and apply raw cotton to the 
surface. This hypertrophy of the external 
papillae is almost universally met with in 
women who have borne children, but that of 
the papillae just within the os, as a rule, is 
seen only in the female who has never been 
ant. Dr. Peaslee regards scarification 
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tions of fifteen thousand and ten thousand 
dollars respectively. 

Assuredly, then, the party of progress, as 
did Saint Paul at the Three Taverns, may 
thank God and take courage. 


No. 208 South Fifth St., Philadelphia, 

April i, 1876. 

T"^\EAR SIR,—I enclose an opinion upon 
^ the question of the extent of punishmen t 
of one who knows of but neglects to dis¬ 
close the crime of abortion. I regret that 
the matter has been so long delayed, and 
remain 

Very sincerely yours, 

A. Sydney Biddle.* 

It was at one time held that to cause an 
abortion was murder, but the law was after¬ 
wards modified so as to regard it as a high 
misprision or misdemeanor only, not murder 
(4 Black., 198 ; 1 Hawk. P. C., 94) ; and it was, 
therefore, not technically a felony, which was 
a crime punishable by forfeiture of lands or 
goods, or both ; but any doubt as to the exact 
position in the scale of crime was set at rest 
by legislation. 

By the act of March 31, i860, procuring or 
attempting to procure an abortion is made a 
felony. (Purd. Dig., 341, l 135.) The ques¬ 
tion is asked, What is the punishment, if any, 
for not disclosing the knowledge of an abor¬ 
tion having been performed ? The offence 
seems to come within the definition of a mis¬ 
prision of felony ; which is “ a criminal neglect 
either to prevent a felony from being com¬ 
mitted by another, or to bring to justice a 
person known to be guilty of felony.” (Bish. 
on Cr. Law, \ 507 , vol. i.; 1 Russ, on Crimes, 
45.) The penal code of i860 prescribed no 
punishment for such an offence, although it 
prescribed generally for the punishment of 
accessories before and after the fact, a degree 
of guilt greater than a misprision, and less 
than that of a principal ; but by § 178 (Purd. 
371, § 298) it is provided that “ Every felony, 
misdemeanor, or offence whatever, not speci¬ 
ally provided for by this act, may and shall 


* Mr. Biddle may not be known to some of our country 
readers as one of the most distinguished of the younger 
members of the Philadelphia Bar. 
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kindly been sent to us by some person 
unknown. It is signed by Fairman Rogers, 1 
Chairman, and is certainly a very able 1 
document. In it it is stated that weekly I 
meetings have been held throughout the 
entire winter, that conferences have been 
had with both the Hospital and the Medical I 
Faculties, and that information has been 
assiduously sought in various other quarters. 

It is not necessary to reiterate the reasons 
assigned by the Committee for the conclu¬ 
sion reached. Every reader of the Times , 
every thoughtful medical man in the coun¬ 
try whose perceptive powers have not been 
affected by long habit or by self-interest, is 
fully aware of the degradation which the 
colleges are bringing upon the profession. 

The main point is that the opinion is 
openly and unanimously expressed by a 
very large committee of the Board of 
Trustees, that the University is bound in 
honor to the State, which has put the lives 
of its citizens in its hands, to change its 
curriculum, and that “ the Committee be¬ 
lieves that even if we were unwilling to 
make such changes, we should be forced 
into doing so by the action of other medi¬ 
cal schools, unless we are content to see 
the University school take the second rank 
in a career in which it has always held the 
first place. M 

The Committee believes that the medical 
department should be ultimately reorgan¬ 
ized upon the following basis : 

“ The time of instruction should be extended 
to three years; the diploma being granted 
after examination at the end of the third year. 

“ The annual course of instruction should be 
extended. 

“The instruction should be graded sub¬ 
stantially as follows: 

“ IN THE FIRST YEAR. 

“ Anatomy : with constant dissection. 

“ Physiology. 

“ Inorganic Chemistry. 

“ Materia Medica. 

“ Pathology. 

“ Histology. 
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be punished as heretofore.” It has been held 
that this clause was intended to leave all other 
crimes and misdemeanors as they existed be¬ 
fore the act. (Comm, v . Mohn, 2 P. F. S. 243 .) 

No other statute provision seems to exist in 
regard to this offence, so that it must remain 
now as a common-law offence, and punish¬ 
able as such. 

At common law “ misprision of felony is 
taken for a concealment of felony, or a pro¬ 
curing of the concealment thereof, whether 
it be felony by the common law or by statute.” 
“ For this offence every person is punishable 
by fine and imprisonment at common law.” (1 
Hawk. P. C., 73 , 2 and 3 ; I Hale, P. C., 374 .) 

By the statute of 3 Edw. I. c. 9 , the punish¬ 
ment for this offence in the case of sheriffs or 
bailiffs is prescribed, but none provided for in 
the case of common persons. 

I have been unable to find a case in Penn¬ 
sylvania upon the subject, but it seems clear 
that the offence still exists here as at common 
law, and as such is punishable as at com¬ 
mon law by fine and imprisonment, at the 
discretion of the court. But this discretion 
would seem to be modified by our statutes. 
Blackstone says, iv. * 121 , “The punishment 
of this in a public officer, by the stat. Westm. 
I. 3 Edw. I. c. 9 , is imprisonment for a year 
and a day, in a common person imprisonment 
for a less discretionary time, and in both fine 
and ransom, at the king’s pleasureand 
Coke, in the 3 d Inst. 140 , says that “ the 
concealment of felonies in sheriffs or bailiffs 
of liberties is more severely punished than in 
others, viz. t by imprisonment for one year, 
and ransom at the will of the king.” 

It seems, therefore, that if the punishment 
in the case of an officer is limited to a year 
and a discretionary fine, it would not be 
greater for a private person in England. 

That part of the 3 Edw. I. c. 9 , however, is 
not in force in this State. (Robert’s Dig., 2 xx.) 

Where death of the woman ensues from 
the procuring of an abortion, the punishment 
here is imprisonment not exceeding seven 
years, and a fine not exceeding five hundred 
dollars ; and where death does not ensue, the 
punishment is imprisonment not exceeding 
three years, and fine not exceeding five hun¬ 
dred dollars. It would therefore seem that 
the punishment for the knowing of and con¬ 
cealing the offence of abortion is discretionary 
with the court to anything less than the full 
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Dr. Billington’s treatment consists mainly 
in local disinfection, together with the most 
careful and unremitting watching and atten¬ 
tion. The agents which he regards as most 
useful are the following, in the order in which 
they stand in his estimation : tincture of the 
chloride of iron, lime-water, and glycerin ; 
and after them, salicylic and carbolic acids, 
sulphite of sodium, chlorate of potassium, etc. 
One formula which he uses in almost every 
case is as follows : 

R Tinct. ferri chlor., f£iss; 

Glycerinae, 

Aquae, aa f^j.—M. 

S. Teaspoonful every hour or half-hour. 

Besides being very effective, it has the 
merit of being pleasant to the taste, which is 
a great desideratum for children, especially 
when the dose has to be so frequently re¬ 
peated. If the child is under two years, one 
drachm of the tincture of the chloride of iron 
is enough, and if vomiting follows the ad¬ 
ministration of the medicine, it should not be 
given so often. 

In connection with the above, Dr. Billing- 
ton formerly employed the following : 
pc Potass, chlor., 3'\ss ; 

Glycerinae, f^ss; 

Liq. calcis, fgiiss.—M. 

A teaspoonful of this was alternated with 
a dose of the former; so that the patient 
would receive one or the other every half- 
hour. As a substitute for the chlorate of 
potassium mixture, he. now generally uses 
the following ; 

he Acid, salicylic., gr. x—xv ; 

Sodii sulphit., gr. xxx—xlv ; 

Glycerinae, f Jss; 

Aquae, fgiiss.—M. 

Here the salicylic acid is rendered soluble 
by the addition of three times its weight of 
sulphite of sodium (borax also has the same 
effect), so that in this prescription we have the 
advantages of both these reputed antiseptics, 
which are indicated theoretically, and really 
seem to be of considerable practical benefit. 
It is of great importance that in every case 
in which it is practicable some sort of spray 
should be used upon the throat; and the most 
convenient instrument with which to ac¬ 
complish this is the ordinary little perfumery 
spray-apparatus now in such general use. In 
order to annoy the child as little as possible, 
it is best to employ the spray immediately after 
a dose of the medicine is administered. The 
combination generally used by Dr. Billington 
is the following: 

pc Acid, carbolic., x ; 

Liq. calcis, f^iv.—M. 

He believes that the nasal douche or syringe 
has saved many lives ; and even when the 
nasal passages, apparently, do not seem af¬ 
fected, it is often useful in reaching portions 
of the mucous membrane inaccessible to the 
spray. If, therefore, the breath should remain 
fetid after the employment of the latter, it 








The Post-mortem Appearances of the Stomach in Arsenical Poisoning. 

Dr. Robert Harvey, Surgeon in the Bengal Army, publishes in the Indian 
Medical Gazette an analysis of a large number of cases of poisoning by arsenic 
which occurred among the native population in India during the years 1870, 
1871, and 1872, in which he gives some valuable information respecting the 
appearances presented by the mucous membrane of the stomach in different 
cases. He states that in the fatal cases the chief morbid appearances were, as 
usual, found in the stomach and bowels. In 150 out of 197 cases the stomach 
is noted as inflamed or greatly congested ; in six it was slightly congested ; and 
in thirty-six the Civil Burgeons who made the reports gave no particulars, or 
merely stated that the “ usual appearances” were found. The degree of in¬ 
flammation observed varied from a slight blush of redness to a deep ecchy- 
mosis covering the whole surface of the mucous membrane, and giving it an 
appearance resembling red velvet or port wine. In a large number of cases 
the inflammation was more limited, sometimes being confined to three or four 
spots, most commonly situated about the cardiac end, but in several cases near 
the pylorus, with or without radiating streaks of congestion following the lines 
of the rings. In one case the stomach was almost gangrenous, and in another 
the pylorus was thickened and gangrenous. According to the best authorities 
this last-named result is a very rare occurrence in arsenical poisoning. In ten 
cases the inflammation led to ulceration. This probably only takes place when 
a large quantity of the poison is taken on an empty stomach. Yellowness of 
the mucous membrane—the result of partial conversion of the arsenic into 
sulphide or of an admixture of bile—was frequently observed, and in several 
instances the stomach looked as if coated thickly with yellow paint. A green 
colour not unfrequently replaced the yellow. . This was, doubtless, due to 
altered bile. In other cases the contents of the stomach were of a dark gru- 
mous or chocolate colour from extravasated and altered blood. It must, how¬ 
ever, be remembered, says Dr. Harvey, that there is a class of cases, rare 
indeed, but sufficiently attested, where the arsenic exercises its powers pri¬ 
marily and exclusively on the nervous system, the patient dying, often rapidly, 
in a state of profound collapse or coma, and in which no local lesions whatever 
are found in the stomach or bowels. A non-congested stomach does not con¬ 
traindicate arsenical poisoning. This point is of great importance, and should 
never be lost sight of, lest the true cause of death be overlooked. Chemical 
analysis will generally set the matter at rest, and should be resorted to in all 
cases of suspected arsenical poisoning when no local lesions are apparent, 
unless some other cause of death is plainly made, out. In one case recorded in 
the returns under notice the only abnormal appearance was slight congestion 
of the brain and lungs. In another the mucous coat of the stomach exhibited 
no trace of inflammation, although arsenic was found in its contents on chemi¬ 
cal analysis. In another the whole of the intestinal tract was healthy; and 
nothing suspicious” was observed in another, although on analysis the 
stomach was found to contain arsenic.— Med. Times and Gaz., May 27, 1876. 
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